DO YOUR INVESTMENTS MATCH YOUR RISK TOLERANCE?

Now is a good time to examine what’s in your portfolio.
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The stock market is unsettled ... and perhaps its fluctuations are unsettling you. It’s
a stressful time for the economy and Wall Street, and you may be concerned about

your portfolio given what’s going on with oil prices, the real estate market, and rising
unemployment figures. It may be a good time to review how your assets are invested.

Is your portfolio balanced? A balanced portfolio may help you ride out stock market
turbulence. Stocks and mutual funds aren’t the only asset allocation choices you
have, and you won’t be alone this winter if you decide to examine other investment
options.

Fixed annuities and Treasuries become attractive to investors when the market turns
volatile. Bonds tend to maintain their strength when stocks perform poorly; fixed
annuities are simply contracts with insurance firms, not correlated to stock market
performance (though certain types of annuities may enable you to take advantage of
stock market gains while maintaining your principal). Fixed-income mutual funds,
dividend income funds and bond funds also have their adherents.

Last but not least, you have cash, though cash holdings haven’t traditionally
performed anywhere near the level of the stock markets.

Are you retired, or retiring? If you are, this is all the more reason to review and
possibly even revise your portfolio. Frequently, people approach or enter retirement
with portfolios that haven’t been reviewed in years. The asset allocation that seemed
wise ten years ago may seem foolhardy today.

Often, people in their fifties and sixties feel they need to accumulate more money for
retirement, and that feeling leads them to accept more risk in their portfolio than
they should. In the absence of a salary, however, you’ll likely want consistent income
and growth, and therein lies the appeal of a balanced investment approach designed
to manage risk while encouraging an adequate return.

Why not take a look into your portfolio? Ask your financial advisor to assist you. You
may find that you have a mix of investments that matches your risk tolerance. Or,
your portfolio may need minor or major adjustments. The right balance may help you
insulate your assets to a greater degree against financial ups and downs.

David Gatesman is a Representative with Gatesman Financial and may be reached at
www.gatesmanfinancial.com , 330-758-5729 or info@gatesmanfinancial.com .

These are the views of Peter Montoya, Inc., not the named Representative or Broker/Dealer, and should not be construed as
investment advice. Neither the named Representative nor Broker/Dealer gives tax or legal advice. All information is believed to
be from reliable sources; however, we make no representation as to its completeness or accuracy. Please consult your Financial
Advisor for further information.



The Dow Jones Industrial Average is a price-weighted index of 30 actively traded blue-chip stocks. The NASDAQ Composite Index is an
unmanaged, market-weighted index of all over-the-counter common stocks traded on the National Association of Securities Dealers
Automated Quotation System. The Standard & Poor's 500 (S&P 500) is an unmanaged group of securities considered to be representative of
the stock market in general. It is not possible to invest directly in an index. NYSE Group, Inc. (NYSE:NYX) operates two securities
exchanges: the New York Stock Exchange (the "NYSE") and NYSE Arca (formerly known as the Archipelago Exchange, or ArcaEx®, and
the Pacific Exchange). NYSE Group is a leading provider of securities listing, trading and market data products and services. The New York
Mercantile Exchange, Inc. (NYMEX) is the world's largest physical commodity futures exchange and the preeminent trading forum for energy
and precious metals, with trading conducted through two divisions — the NYMEX Division, home to the energy, platinum, and palladium
markets, and the COMEX Division, on which all other metals trade. All information is believed to be from reliable sources; however we make
no representation as to its completeness or accuracy. All economic and performance data is historical and not indicative of future results.
The market indices discussed are unmanaged. Investors cannot invest in unmanaged indices. Please consult your Financial Advisor for
further information. Additional risks are associated with international investing, such as currency fluctuations, political and economic
instability and differences in accounting standards.
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